
 

 

 

Chile 

What i s the Publ ic  Defender´s  Off ice? 

 
The Public Defender´s Office i s a public service, submitted t o t he 

supervision o f t he President o f t he Republ ic t hrough t he Ministry o f 

Just ice,  whose main purpose i s t he defense o f t he defendants i n 

t he Chilean c r iminal j ustice. 

This i nstitution was c reated i n 2001 , when t he reform o f c r iminal 

Just ice i n Chi le t ook p l ace, t hrough t he Law N° 19 . 718 , with t he 

purpose t o del iver  c r iminal defense t o t he defendants  or t hose 

accused o f a c r ime or o f f ence t hat l ack a pr i vate l awyer. 

This ensure t he r i ght t o defense provided by a public l awyer, and 

t he r i ght t o equal i ty  o f t he part ies i n t he c r iminal  t r i a l . 

 
The Public Defense Office delivers t h i s service a l l over t he country, 

i t has a Regional  Defender´s Off ice i n each Region with two 

Regional Defender´s Offices i n t he Metropolitan Region. There a re 

17 Regional Defender´s Offices a l ong t he whole country. 

Under t he motto “ There i s no j ustice without defense”, The Public 

Defender´s Office, provides defense t o every c l i ent, adult or 

t eenager; chilean or migrant, a defense where t he pr i nciples o f t he 

c r iminal j ustice system a re applied. A l l t he defendants a re t reated 

as i nnocents unti l  t hey a re proof t o be gui l ty;  where t he previous 

t r i a l i s guaranteed before a conviction. 

 
 

 
Country report – 



 

 

To be an autonomous public i nstitution positively recognized as a 

service o f c r ime defense service o f excel lence t o anyone t hat 

requires i t , participating i n t he public policies generation i n t he 

c r iminal a rea. 

 
Strategic  objectives 

Empower national quality defense t o every c l i ent, s t rengthening t he 

defense model. Continuous improvement o f t he service quality 

delivered, t hrough t he specialization o f t he c r ime, t he optimization 

o f t he evaluat ion and contro l  or i ented f or users a t t ention. 

Encourage t he Public Defense Role, and t he people knowledge 

regardings t heir r i ghts within t he c r iminal j ustice system, t hrough a 

d i f f usion s t r a t egy or i entated t o users and t o t he whole community . 

 
Encourage t he i n s t i tu t i ona l  management ,  t o a t t end new cha l l enges ,  

t hrough t he processes optimization, people´s development, with 

i nnovat ion  and gender  f ocus. 

 
Specia l ized Defense 

› Juveni le  Defense 

The c r ime j uvenile defense o f f ers l egal representation specialized 

t o t he defendant t eenagers and/ or t hose condemned f or a c r ime, 

s imple c r ime or only o f f ence and have t he need o f a l awyer. The 

defender´s o f f i ce, a t a national  l evel, with a work t eam special ly 

c reated f or t he c r ime defense o f t eenagers, i n whose exercise must 

supervise t he r i ghts deriving d i rect ly f rom t he l aw, t he R i ght´s 

Convention o f Children as well as another l egal t ools a t a national 

and i n t ernat ional  l evel currently  active i n Chi le. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Inst i tut iona l  Vision 



 

 

This defense special ized service considers special a t t ention t o t he 

work re l a t ed t o defendants belonging t o i ndigenous people, as t he 

i n t ernational t reaties s t ablished i n t he causes t hat represents, 

among t hem t he r i ghts such as t he 169 Agreement o f t he I LO, t he 

i ndigenous national l aw and t he Brasil ia Rules, among o t hers. The 

program i s i n charge o f professionals special ly t r a i ned, context i n 

which t he presence o f i n t ercultural  f aci l i t a t ors t hat belong t o 

i ndigenous people, t ake an active ro l e i n t he defense. 

 
› Defense  o f migrants  and f oreigners 

The purpose o f t h i s special ized defense model i s t o procure t he 

application o f a l l t he constitutional  guarantees f ocused on migrants 

or f oreigners, t o guarantee t he e f f ect ive access t o j ustice o f t hese 

vulnerable groups. To exercise t hese benefi ts, t he defenders must 

be aware o f t he vulnerabi l i ty  s i t uat ion i n which t he f ore igner 

defendant i s set, t o know about t he specific r i ghts t hat help t he 

person and above a l l , t he special l egislation applicable t o t hem. 

 
› Post-  conv ic t ion Defense 

This defense i s d i rected t o adults condemned under t he c r iminal 

j ustice system t hat a re conf ined i n j a i l , i n an estab l i shment 

administered by t he Prison Service o f Chile. 

I t i ncludes several l egal proceedings and extrajudicial ones t hat l ast 

unti l  t he complete execut ion o f t he sentence.  The object ive i s t o 

safeguard t he i n t erests, guarantees and r i ghts o f t he condemned. 

The a t t ention i s under t he responsibi l i ty o f an i n t erdiscipl inary 

group, made up by l awyers and social assistants, who a re h i red 

using t he system o f b i d process.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
› Defense f or i ndigenous  people 



 

 

Innocent  Project  
The “ I nnocent Project” i s an i n i t i a t i ve o f t he Public Crime Defender 

´s Office c reated t o acknowledge cases o f people t hat have been 

unfair ly  imprisoned i n Chi le, as well as i dent i fy ingthe causes o f 

errors t hat have l ed t o t h i s unfair deprivation o f l i berty. I t s t a r t ed 

f unctioning i n Chi le i n 2013 and, up t o t he current date, i t has 

a l ready 80 cases t hat exemplify t he problems t hat undergo t hose 

t hat a re accused o f a c r ime without being gui l ty.  A l l o f t hem a re 

publ ished i n t he web s i t e o f t he I nnocent Project 

www.pro y ectoinocentes.c l where any person can request help f rom 

t he Publ ic Defender´s  Off ices. 

 

 
Some Relevant F i gures 

I n t he very beginning f rom t he year 2001 unti l  December 31 , 2024 , 

t he Publ ic Defender´s Off ice has del ivered t he defense service and 

guaranteed i t s r i ghts t o 6 . 243 . 000 defendants. Among t hem, 

6 , 096 , 985 have ended i t s a t t ention with t he i nstitution. 

Up t o December 31 2024 , t he Public Defender´s Office had an 

e f f ective provision o f 742 public o f f i cers, i ncluding t he 195 l ocal 

defenders considered  i n t he Law N° 19 . 718 . 

The budget o f t he Public Defender´s Office f or t he year 2024 

reached t he f i gure o f M$ 75 . 998 . 558 which was i ncreased by 3 

t housand 862 million 427 t housand pesos ( Th Ch$ 3 , 862 , 427 ) t o 

f i nance, mainly, t he d i f f erential  f or readjustment o f public sector 

remunerations; t he payment o f t he Modernization Bond; t he 

payment o f t he ret i rement f und f or t he c i v i l servants who ret i red 

and f or t he execut ion o f t he ' Program o f backwardness causes’ .  

http://www.proyectoinocentes.cl/


 

 

 

 
I n t erms o f expenses, t he execution was 79 t housand 694 mil l ion 

345 t housand pesos ( Th$ 79 , 694 , 345 ) . 

Concerning t he mixed system up t o December 31 2024 , 221 . 659 

causes were assigned t o external  service providers, corresponding 

t o a 78 , 7 % o f t he t o t a l i ncome t o t he Publ ic Defender´s Off ice,  

being t he d i f f erential o f t h i s f i gures, assisted and a t t ended by 

publ ic servants.  

Concerning c r iminal defense; t he special ization f or j uveniles, 

i ndigenous, migrants and convicted defense services i s now 

conso l idated,  t hanks t o t he re l evant t r a i n i ngs as well as 

improvements i n t he defense models i n a l l t hese a reas. 

The public defender´s o f f i ce challenges f or t he 2021 where f ocus i n 

t he continuous improvement a reas concerning qual i ty i n t he 

c r iminal defense provision, and specialization delivery. 

This defense specialized a reas wil l be s t rengthened emphasizing t he 

c r iminal migrants defense, i ndigenous c r iminal defense and t he 

implementation o f convicted gender defense. L i kewise, t he Public 

Criminal Defense, f or t he year 2023 has t he challenge t o improve 

t he management and operation processes, sett ing as a lways, t he 

a t t ention t o qual i ty  service del iver  f or users and t heir f ami l ies.  


